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MARK JOHNSON >> All right.  It's 3:00.  I think we can wrap this up in a half hour, right, everybody?  I just wanted to share -- it's kind of neat, yesterday, when Amber handed me a piece of paper that said adapt and other active visits were in the senator's office in Minnesota around budget cut, so it's kind of neat that there's real live time going and Bethany is here already doing stuff with the pictures I'm sure.  Because that's her nature.  If she was not tagged, you'll be tagged within an hour.  But, Linda Pome from link here in Decautar, George A. gave me good news about June 22nd and the good news she gave me was Lois, got a phone call or got contacted by Kareem Dale to come up to DC.  We don't know what day it is or event it is but it's obviously around the anniversary of Olmstead. 

Stuff is happening, folks, in this room and on the internet and beyond this room.  And so, once again, are we winning?  


>>  Audience:  Yes!  


>>  Okay.  Good.  We'll just do real briefly, you can come up if you feel more comfortable or stay at your table and grab your microphone, that's okay.  But real briefly, two or three things that I -- (audio buffering) -- you'll do in the next day Oregon month around implementing Olmstead starting with the great state of Alabama, and then Richard will wrap it up.  Alabama?  Where mardi gras was born.  


>>  That's it.  


>>  I'm Michael Davis from mobile and I'm one of three Independent Living centers in our state.  We've had a lot of intractable issues with Olmstead in our state.  And you heard Dan Kessler yesterday mention that the former Commissioner of Medicaid said we would be dead before anything like Olmstead would pass.  We want to identify key legislators in the state.  Particularly those on ways and means.  And seeing if we can then  educate them and law will help -- Laura will help me, she's sweet and kind, to put together real effective package so we can use that to educate these legislators about Olmstead and that it's not just an option and it's law.  And so that's one of the things we'll do.  We're going to try to make some arrangements, start making arrangements to meet with them again by June 22nd. 

So that's something that we're going to do.  We also just had a change in our administration.  We just elected a new Governor.  And we have a Governor's office on disability and gram Simpson, in the former administration, transitioned -- or should I say remained in that position with the transition.  And he is an advocate and ally of Independent Living as well as Olmstead.  He believes in the philosophy.  We'll get with him and then try to meet with our new Medicaid Commissioner and again do educating and see what we can do there.  And I'm going to try to make that happen by July 26th.  And then timely, some of you all know about the lawsuit that was recently heard in Alabama about a young man who is attending college and he was drying to transition and they said something about how fundamental alteration was going on and it's probably a ruling against that. 

However, DOJ was involved in that.  So we're going to try to pull a DOJ back in and see if we can get help there.  And tally, also, agreed to give us help as well.  So that's our plan.  


>>  I think that's great stuff.  What's really neat, and that package will be based on what are the two words in the DEMIS.


>>  In what.


>>  DEMOS.


>>  What were the two words.



>>  Interdependence.


>>  Microphone.


>>  Aspiration, not des operation.


>>  Say it one more time.


>>  The message will be.


>>  Based on interdependence and what we can do as a community together and on Aspiration rather than Desperation.


>>  Good connection there between Alabama and California.  Who would have thought.  George A. quickly -- or Colorado on left and D.C. next.  District?  Couple things.  I know the district of Columbia is here.  He's being shy.s You're saying I didn't give you enough time for the task.  


>>  What we're going to do is develop -- ask you hear me.


>>  Yes.


>>  We're going to develop an MOU with office of aging and we're also going to do research and get data of how many people were actually on a waiting list for housing and live in nursing homes.  And we're going to out reach to HUD to affirmatively further fair housing.


>>  That's great.  I can till, I was just reading an article by the other side, I don't moan -- the other side meaning those lawyers who defend developers of fair housing, even though they don't comply with fair housing laws, there's been a huge infusion of resources by this administration for fair housing stuff.  So, that's great.  Your third thing is very timely.  So you got a fair housing council or something like that, my guess is they will have more resources to help you test and litigate if you have to.  


>>  All right.  


>>  Thanks, district.


>>  What was your name?  


>>  I'm sorry. .  My name is Karen Arnette.


>>  Thanks, Karen.    


>>  Georgia.  Darla?  


>>  Sure.  


>>  Yeah.  Okay.  Testing.  Okay.  Hi this is Don from Georgia and we came up with a few ideas  -- dawn from Georgia a few ideas surrounding long road home.  There's events that are going to be around the state of Georgia to get more involved with that.  Not just of a celebratory nature but having an advocacy component to that.  Perhaps we would also on the good news that you just shared, Mark, that Linda shared with you about perhaps fielding resources to support Lois to go to Washington.  Let's see, we talked about the idea of using social media to promote advocacy for example, recording people that are either currently in institutional settings who would like to be out, and success stories of people who have gotten out and what that means, barriers and what it means to be out.  And we also discussed the issues surrounding in Georgia the hospital 27 which for those of you who may not know this is a transportation build that has been passed in the house.  

And it's a one percent sales tax and just some advocacy and education maybe some public service announcements because we're hoping to get some increased accessibility and transportation in Georgia which is quite table and in many counties and even in Atlanta where we have some options, it's still -- there's issues that need to be addressed.  And then tally mentioned there's something up and coming called the disability law and policy network.  So stay tuned for further announcements on that.  Thanks, guys.  


>>  Mark:  Thank you.  So developing more infra structure.  Doing something around the anniversary, and trying to increase transportation since voters in every county will be voting on that 1% sales tax.  If you don't know what long road home was it was created on the fifth year anniversary ADA adapting people first advocates here and the first one was a four-day caravan in March across the state that started down in middle Georgia at one of the -- at one time the countries in's largest institutions which is about three quarters boarded up now.  There's a state prison.  There it started at the cemetery there where initially those individuals grades were not marked.  They died at the facilities -- graves -- and they railroad thrown in a ground.  Through the whole process they got identified and markers were put there and then there was a caravan of what, 35, 40 people did the whole thing? 

Something like that.  Where we just zigzagged through the state -- by the way it was state patrol escort going 80 miles an hour in Georgia and stopping off in towns doing press conferences and round up at a facility at our old institution up here that is closed and then went to the state capitol with an ask.  It was a lot of work for the fifth anniversary.  That's what long roads home history is.  By the way that first year is all on video.  The long road home is actually was turn nod a very brief documentary that starts you at that cemetery.  And there's another resource we can add to the resource page.  I'm sorry.  I'm from Georgia and hi to take that opportunity.  


Florida.  


>>  Yes, hello, my name is Gary Martissio from Florida and what I want to do going forward when I get back to Tampa is to get with the Florida council and maybe do some type of teleconference to see exactly where everyone is with community based living, and where they're at with transitioning people out.  Because what I noticed is a lot of people are doing it, but we're all doing it differently.  So, just to all be on the same page.  So, also, to really look into the nursing homes, are they truly following and asking the questions of the Q 1 and giving people an opportunity to come out into the community.  And we're also going to do some public service announcements as well to get the word out because we do have waiver services for nursing home transition and it all came about with a class action lawsuit which actually went to trial in I believe late March early April and it has finished up and it's now in discussions so we'll see how that all comes about. 

But in the meantime there's money there and what I'm seeing is the problem is residents just don't know that they have this opportunity to come out with services.  And also, with probably some resistance I'm going to attempt personally for our sill to go to local nursing homes and just I guess  educate and let them know that it's not their option and it's the law and they need to give these residents that opportunity.  So we're fighting a battle and we've got a new Governor that doesn't slice cuts with butter knife it's more of a Machetti, he's really done a job.  But we'll continue to do what we do and win this battle.  


>>  Mark:  That's great.  I saw -- from Vermont on that.  Missouri. ?  


>>  With the help of Wisconsin and I will ill.


>>  And Indiana.


>>  And Indiana there you go.  


>>  I'm Leslie from services for Independent Living in Columbia, Missouri.  And there are several Missourians here.  And for the people in Missouri, we're from Missouria.  I say Mississippi and others say Missouri.  I got you all covered.  What wear going to be doing in Missouri is actually doing a training to the centers for independent living on Olmstead.  We want to clear up some miss perceptions of what Olmstead really is and how to file a complaint.  We don't have any filed in Missouri.  So, of course, we have this thing going with Lawrence Kansas the Jay hawks and they a hundred so you know -- rock chalk -- so of course you have to start a little bit of a friendly competition there and, of course, our consumers are going to be the ones that actually win.  We'll just be the means in how to get there.  

And then, what Missouri has actually done in a lot of centers is hired transition coordinators.  So, instead of having the advocates at the capitol or individuals who have to do the Independent Living skills training and all the other four-core services that one person or two or more depending on the size of the center, will actually emphasize on transitioning and how to get people not only educated on transitioning out but also doing that whole process.  And I think that's all we're doing in Missouri in the next six months I would say.  But it will be an ongoing thing.  We also participate in the Kansas Missouri meetings with the department of justice and office of civil rights.  


>>  That's great.  


>>  I can't follow -- Alphabet, obviously, so Indiana.  Go back to "I".


>>  I'm Kate Biel from Indianapolis I learned from this conference that Indiana has a long way to government but, some specific things I would like to work on would be like collaborations and coalition was other disability services in Indianapolis and all of Indiana.  And I know we have a lot of that information but we tend to not work with them.  So, also, I was really interested in the section Q of surveys for nursing homes and I'm not sure who gets those referrals but that would be nice if we could get those and make sure that they are being administered properly and that people that are answering those questions know what they're answering.  


>>  That's great.  I saw a couple of people when Missouri was talking about (Inaudible) they kind of went what?  You know?  So let's go Kansas do you have additional stuff?  


>>  Of course.  


>>  Of course.  Okay.  


>>  Okay.  


>>  I'm Jay Hawk.  So first thing I have to say is rock chalk Jay Hawk OKU.  Enough said.


>>  Southern interpretation go ahead.  


>>  Yeah, yeah.  We will -- we definitely are committed to doing the Olmstead celebration from the steps to the brown view board museum and I think (applause) yeah, I think it will be cool and it's quick planning for this year but it's just the first year so  . . . it will be fine.  And I think if you want to follow the progress of that you can probably look at Web site in Kansas called WWW.theKansastruthis.com and that is all lower case and all one word, so WWw.thekansastruthis.Com set up and developed by skill media.com.  We'll get that plug right in there.  So I think you can follow the progress there and on a lot of other issues.  That was a tool we used with ledge late tour last year in addition to setting up the tombstones we said if you want to know what the truth is you go to this Web site. 

And they went and then the next thing we thought we would do is send a letter to Kansas health policy authority and the Governor requesting a copy of the Kansas Olmstead plan.  And, of course being there is not one.  And so with we get that negative response that will just simply open the door for us to have some really serious sit down conversations as to why we don't have one, and why $been so late and what can we do to make it happen now.


>>  Right.  


>>  And how you can even play with the budget until you understand that.


>>  Absolutely.  


>>  Good brief grief.


>>  Absolutely this is a fiscally sound decision.


>>  All right.  North Carolina.  


>>  All right.  North Carolina with Louisiana accent, no I'm kidding.  


>>  I'm with the North Carolina silk.  So, I think my big ests take away is with Kevin's help who is great at doing successful nursing home transitions is to get all the silk s in the room as long as with other people and ex-officials that includes disability rights of North Carolina and talk about what the civils can do with the Independent Living council and centers can do.  And then see where we can go from there.  That's it.  That will happen in July.  So -- which is the week after nickel.  


>>  Good.  So it's already scheduled and this would be a hunk of the agenda.


>>  Yes.  


>>  Very good.  


>>  Mark:  Okay.  I was born in Wilson, North Carolina as I was telling them and I spent 25 years in Charlotte.  All my family is still there.  So I had roots -- I believe Carolina -- I bleed Carolina blue.  I have a can of blue soda when Dean Smith won his first championship.  But that's a sidebar.  Ohio left.  But we need to call him about doing something with the speaker of the United States.  And South Carolina.  


>>  All right W family in North Carolina I have to say wolf pack, sorry.  Yeah, my name is brook I'm from disability action center and in Columbia South Carolina.  We have a couple of things a laundry list at this point which is great.  Two of the biggest is first we do have money follows the person but it's not being used.  We're not actually.


>>  Not using it.


>>  Using any of that money.  So we're going to jump on our new director of health and human services and see what we can do with that.  The second thing that I think is important for us is just to educate our peers and the community around us.  And I mean there's a large mental health facility a few miles down the road from our office who never heard of disability action September and to me that's a big problem.  And you know, so we're going to work with that.  Something mentioned to Mark yesterday I saw a video on uTube and it was actually about NASA but I think it can really apply to the work we do and the kid that made the video kept talking about using federal dollars to -- it's important to use that money to decrease the suck but it's also really great to increase the awesome.  So I think we have a great effort in the community to do that you.

All see that up here, right?  Remember how we were talking about Howie in Knoxville.  That's -- that's very cool.  We'll have new slogans and new language here --.  A new way to present the message.  New images.  We're moving into the next ten years here.  Was Utah?  Right?  


>>  Yeah.    


>>  Yeah.  


>>  Okay.  Over there.  Utah.  


>>  I'm Judith Holt from Utah and I'm hear to make the other states feel about what is happening.  Utah passed our money follows the person again.  But I think this is really given me a lot of ideas to take back.  I think it's time I like the approach that Kansas was using, asking to see the Olmstead plan.  I think that's a very good start.  We have some new folks in place recently.  And it's a good point to get the advocates around who are really, really want to push something kind of new to focus and I think it's time that Olmstead met Utah again.  


>>  Very cool.  


>>  And some of that regional stuff.  Colorado is in between you.  All right?  Virginia?  We'll wind it up folks, doing good.


>>  (Inaudible) with Virginia and a little bit on section Q.  We really want to look at the new data when it becomes available on the MDS because the questions are different.  And if before we were showing, and it's been stagnant for many years -- if you were showing that 33% of the people in this particular county were indicating on Q 1 A the old question that they wanted to -- had a preference to leave the facility, and now we have new, more in-depth questions on MDS 3 you would expect 33% of those people to be referred to LCA right?  So we're anxious to see what's happened with that and what we can do to educate people and add indicate that that be used.


>>  That's great.  That's in collaboration with AAA right?  


>>  That's in collaboration with AAA, right.


>>  By the way you're a future presenter at one of these conferences I think.  Vermont.  


>>  Okay.  Sorry, we're having some table issues here with all the little plastic bottles.  


>>  I think that's little things that Wisconsin had on the slide.  


>>  Could be.  So, one of the things that we heard around the ledge late tour this year in Vermont was that the nursing homes would no longer be nursing homes they were going to be assisted living facilities.  And this is why we had such a good representation.  Because we just renamed.  And so I was happy to see Steve Gold's article about what an assisted living facility S it was real concise, easy, anybody in the ledge late tour can read it.  And we'll send that out to them and we're also going to send out the Olmstead plan.  We do have one.  But the problem is that the guy who is second in command at AH (our state doesn't think we need one, didn't apply for the money follows the person because he said he were doing good enough.  And we know we're not.  So we're going to make Patrick our best friend this year. 

And the other thing we'll do is defeat physician assisted suicide.  


>>  You wear your short two days in a row.  All right.  California you keep doing what you do.  Wisconsin?  Hey, maybe I'll see you in the fall.


>>  I hope so.  


>>  And I think that's it.  Did I leave anybody out?  


>>  So ahead, Wisconsin.


>>  Mark is suggested that perhaps adapt may come to Wisconsin to pay a visit of the we know about demonstrating in Wisconsin over the last couple of mows.  Whoa have a seen and it shows me what democracy looks like.  This is what democracy looks like.  -- and infra structure is in place.  I did leave somebody out.  Montana.    And I should -- you know, Bob and -- they would kick me for leaving you out, go ahead.  


>>  I'm going to leave -- I'm leaving here with a lot of questions.  And one of them will be what is our Olmstead plan?  And another one, I'm very curious what's happening Montana has seven Indian reservations and in another career I visited a lot of nursing homes on those reservations and I see those as being more warehousing than the ones that are just within the state that are state run.  So I'm kind of curious that's peaked my interest and I want to find out because the reservations are sovereign nations they do not have to follow Montana state law and -- or they can trace it to fit themselves.  So I want to find out more about how we can serve the native American population better.


>>  That's great.  And you had something from on-line?  


>>  Yeah, you got it.  This one I mentioned tell price is mentioning adapt is trying to organize meetings with the directors and it actually faxed it to me yesterday.  -- turning page for that.  


>>  So thanks for hanging in there on-line.  Like I say, I know the next thing related to Olmstead would be July 15th, 10:30 a.m. at the nickel conference.  And I think Richard will tell you more about (Inaudible) money.  Let me thank the presenters and opportunity to be here.  And you all come back, you hear?  


(Aapplause).


>>  Okay I don't know if I'm stand in the right place or not, if I'm close to it, good, if not --


>>  You're right in the middle.


>>  Okay.  First, while I have a few closing remarks, very few, I would just like to ask that those of you here in the room if you begin filling out your evaluations we really need those and use them and use them to make the trainings better.  Also those of you on the web, there's a link on the web to do the evaluation the same in the room here and questions about the technology and how well it worked for you or if it didn't, what issues there were.  And we will very much appreciate that.  I believe you know that the IL NET is a partnership, ilru, Ncil and association for programs of real Independent Living and we bring the field, Independent Living field several trainings each year, both on location and via the web.  And we have on-line tutorials and on-line courses and lots of other resources that we are very happy to share. 

We like to hear from you.  And you can send us a tweet, not a twit, at ILnet.  You can go to our IL net fan page, facebook page.  And there are links at the ILRU Web site so we appreciate that.  So many people work to put this training together.  And did such an absolutely spectacular job.  Time is tight now and I won't even begin to try to thank every one of them.  But every presenter did just an absolutely wonderful job and Mark,  no one could have been a better MC than you and thank you very much.  (Applause) Daryl Jones at ilru is the person who really took a general concept and turned it into working with the presenters and turned it into the training that you have and Daryl deserves recognition and your thanks for that.  Thank you, Daryl.  (Applause) and we have the ilru team both here in the room and also back at ilru. 

We have Carol and Dawn here and other folks back at ilru all of whom were working on this training and not only in preparing but also during the training working with the web aspects of it.  And, of course, Tim and Kelly and the team at NCIL you guys always do greet with these.  Thank you.  (Applause) and finally, our web team, Paul and Bill and Chad, Paul and Bill, the best sound I think we've ever had.  And we thank you for that.  And Chad, I can't say it's the best video wide video because it's still on live -- because it's the only live video we've ever had.  Thank you very much.  And all of you in your states, what great work you're doing, yeah, solve us are not as far as we would like to be, but as Mark said, we're winning.  Thank you all.  (Applause) okay anything to do before we go.  I think we're gone. 

Everybody have a safe, safe trip home.  
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